[image: image1.png]


Pennant Training Systems Limited

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [type Name of meeting]
NAUNTON AREA RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION


AD-HOC Meeting DRAFT Minutes
	Subject/Issue
	Begging in Bath Road

	Minutes Ref:
	
	Meeting Date:
	Wednesday 22nd Feb, 6.30pm

	Meeting Location:
	Municipal Offices - Cheltenham

	Present:
	NARA
Derek Scarborough (DS)
Chairman

Karen Scarborough (Langdon Rd)
	CBC
Mike Redman (MR)
Director of Environment
Clr Garth Barnes (GB) 

Clr Klara Sudbury (KS) 



	Circulation:
	Those present plus:
John Hepworth - NARA Secretary

NARA Website

Danny Watts – Bath Road Traders

Tim Harman – St Phillips and St James




	No.
	Agenda Point
	Action Owner
	Due Date

	1
	Introductions & Aim of Meeting

At a recent NARA meeting the issue of the increased level of begging in the Bath Road was raised. NARA wished to understand the Councils stance and learn what actions the council was taking and also appreciate how best NARA could help with the situation.

	
	

	
	
	
	

	2
	Project Solace

Following introductions, MR outlined the councils approach to begging, not just in the Bath Road but throughout the town. It was not the council’s policy to prosecute people for begging as the likely outcome was a fine for someone who is not in a position to pay. Additionally some beggar’s situations are more complex involving drug dependency, mental health and homelessness. At present the Council do not have anyone dedicated to looking specifically at begging, only someone whose brief is targeting Anti-Social Behaviour and begging is not deemed to be antisocial behaviour unless it is accompanied by threatening behaviour.  He said it had been recognised that the level of begging had increased noticeably over the last year. As begging is a criminal offence and therefore a matter for police enforcement the council is working with the Police as part of Project Solace, hopefully with a view to appointing a person to look specifically at begging. 

Post Meeting Note
Details of Project Solace and Outreach are included below
Project Solace

Project Solace works alongside Policing Teams to provide a service for residents who are experiencing ASB caused by people who live in private rented properties or own their own homes, or where ASB is not specifically linked to a property but an area instead. 

The Team is based at Gloucester City Council, and funded by Gloucester City Council and Gloucestershire Constabulary.

Project Solace work with partner agencies such as the Police, Safer Gloucester, Gloucester City Council, Environmental Protection and support services in order to tackle the root causes of anti-social behaviour in order to stop ASB from re-occurring.

Downloaded from Project Solace Facebook Page:

https://www.facebook.com/pg/ProjectSolaceASB/about/?ref=page_internal 


	
	

	3
	Outreach

MR further outlined a further initiative whereby  CBC and its partners have jointly committed over £300k to charity P3 to provide vital outreach support to rough sleepers in Gloucestershire. 

P3 works with both new and entrenched rough sleepers often with complex needs to try and support individuals into accommodation. Local residents concerned about rough sleepers are encouraged to contact the outreach team by visiting www.streetlink.org.uk , downloading the street link app, or calling 0300 5000914. 

This is a quick and effective way of referring a street homeless individual to the outreach team who will quickly find, verify and build relationships with that person to enable them to access appropriate accommodation and support.
DS asked what brief was given to Outreach and if it was a contract what measures were in place to assess its success/completion. i.e How and when did Outreach report to CBC and in what format? 
Action 1: MR agreed to advise how and when Outreach will report.
Post Meeting Note
Details of Project Solace and Outreach are included below

Outreach

Gloucestershire Outreach service is run by P3 and is commissioned by the six local authorities within Gloucestershire: Gloucester, Cheltenham, Tewkesbury, Cotswolds, Forest of Dean and Stroud along with Gloucestershire County Council, Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group and the Police and Crime Commissioner. 

P3 is a charity that runs a variety of services across the UK whose mission is ‘to improve lives and communities by delivering services for socially excluded and vulnerable people to unlock their potential and open up new possibilities’..


	MR
	OPEN

	4
	KS thought it would be useful to engage with neighbouring residents associations so that any future actions can be coordinated.
Action 2: KS to monitor and arrange further meeting when appropriate.

	KS

	OPEN


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Derek Scarborough
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